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ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM
2 October 2007 – 10.00 am 

PRESENT:

Representing GYB Services:

B Harris

Representing GYB Services:

P Stockwell

Representing Great Yarmouth Borough Council:

Councillor Shrimplin, G Hough, S Mutten, M Smith and K Edmonds

Representing Norfolk Wildlife Fund:

P Page

Representing Britain in Bloom:

S Hacon

Representing Great Yarmouth Local Strategic Partnership:

T Leonard

Representing Great Yarmouth Wildfowlers Association:

M Pearson

Representing Norfolk Constabulary:

D Gladden

Representing Community Connections:

M Brackenbury

Representing GY People:

A Ellison

T Aydin

P Cheeseman

Representing J & H Bunn:

D Harrod

Representing Economic Forum:

M Gouldby

Representing Sea Life Centre:

M Salt

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Wainwright, Naji Darwish, Bob Richardi, Mark Smart and Margaret Ward.

2.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 12 June 2007 were confirmed subject to the amendment that the item on page 5 should have stated Enforcing against crime.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Britain in Bloom

Councillor Shrimplin stated that Great Yarmouth had received a Silver award. 

4.
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY REPORT

The Local Strategic Partnership Officer reported on the Sustainable Community Strategy Report in the absence of the LSP Consultant stating that the report was a 20/20 vision of what locally needed to be carried out.  The document was in draft format and required any comments or feedback from the Forum to ensure that the appropriate priorities were included, before the consultation period ended in February/March 2008.  

A Member asked if the costings detailed in the report were realistic as the printing cost seemed low along with the postage.  It was stated that the figures could be changed depending on how many copies of the document would be distributed.

The Chairman took the Forum through the document asking for any comments and the Forum considered the three principle aims to work towards and asked for the second aim to be altered to “A Cleaner and Safer Greener Sustainable Environment”.

The Forum then considered the Objectives in Theme Two – A Clean and Safe Environment for Great Yarmouth.  The Forum asked for the inclusion of Further developing partnership working to be added to Objective 2a.  In objective 2b the Forum asked for Community to be changed to Environment.  Objective 2c to be altered to read, reducing the Carbon Footprint and Objective 2d to include economic and social environments and not just the heritage.

The Forum then considered Theme 3 and asked for Objective 3a to be worded to say that a general improvement of quality be achieved and not to reduce inequalities.


RESOLVED:


That the Forum’s comments be forwarded to the LSP Consultant for inclusion in the Sustainable Community Strategy Document. 

5.
UPDATE FROM THE CLEANER, SAFER, GREENER PARTNERSHIP BOARD

The Environment Service Manager informed the Forum that the Cleaner, Safer, Greener Scheme was on target both financially and on time.  This week May Gurney would be finishing work on the paths in the park and by the end of the month would start work on Trafalgar Road.

The Forum was informed that the Friends of St Georges Parkway had disbanded at their last meeting and that work was now taking place with Community Connections and the Neighbourhood Management Team to ensure that the community were involved in the scheme.  

It was reported that a management plan was currently being prepared to include community involvement and usage of the park.

The Forum was informed that the £100,000 capital funding for smaller schemes which was allocated through the Cleaner, Safer, Greener Sub‑Group allocated funds to four schemes:-

· Williamsons Lookout

· The Bandstand Project

· Grey to Green Scheme – Swirles Place

· Grey to Green Scheme – Foxes Passage.

The completion date for spending the funds was 31 March 2008.

It was reported that a demonstration of the LED Lights in the park would take place on 2 October 2007 at 7.30 pm and that all Forum Members were welcome to attend.
6.
ADDITIONAL SSCF FUNDING FOR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND EMPOWERMENT

The Environmental Policy Manager spoke about the additional £65,000 funding stating that this had been allocated to the Neighbourhood Management Area.  The Forum was informed that the funding was to be used to address young people being un engaged, youth work being more co-ordinated or to market community services.

Community Connections expressed concern that the ownership and allocation of the funding was not clear at the beginning and that clarification of this was sought at the LSP Executive Meeting and a response was not given.

7.
GREAT YARMOUTH BIODIESEL PARTNERSHIP

The Environmental Policy Manager informed the Forum of the free waste oil collection scheme from catering establishments in the Borough which had now been officially launched.  It was reported that fat oil being poured down the drains was reducing the capacity of the drains by 10% which then causes problems when flash flooding occurs.  

David Harrod from J & H Bunn spoke about the scheme stating that it was a partnership arrangement between Anglia Water, Great Yarmouth Borough Council and J & H Bunn and that Anglia Water had provided a small budget to promote the bio-diesel scheme.  
During promotion of the scheme members of the public had enquired how they could dispose of domestic waste oil and it was reported that the bio-diesel partnership were currently talking with Norfolk County Council about providing a waste collection point at Caister Refuse Tip.  

The Forum discussed possible problems with using the Bio-fuel in vehicles manufactured before 1995 stating that this can cause damage to the fuel pipes.  


RESOLVED:


That the Forum agreed that within the constraints that companies have to work to for warranty periods that all Members of the Environmental Forum join the bio-diesel scheme where possible.

8.
THE NOTTINGHAM DECLARATION ON CLIMATE CHANGE

The Forum was informed of the Nottingham Declaration stating that this was a statement of agreement to tackle climate change, which was signed by Great Yarmouth Borough Council last Tuesday.  It was reported that other local authorities had signed the declaration and had asked other organisations to become co-signatories and that the Environmental Forum were being asked if they would like to become co‑signatories of the declaration.


RESOLVED:


That the Environmental Forum agreed to be co‑signatories of the Nottingham Declaration.

9.
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES

The Forum was informed that the LSP Executive had requested that James Steward become a voting Member of the Environmental Forum.

The Forum was informed that the PCT had requested voting membership of the Forum.

Clarification was given to the Forum on the two Great Yarmouth People Representatives as being Margaret Ward and Alan Ellison along with the two Great Yarmouth People Officers as Trish Aydin and Paul Cheeseman.

RESOLVED:


That the Forum agreed to James Steward and the PCT becoming voting Members of the Forum on the understanding that they attended at least two thirds of the meetings.

10.
RECYCLING COMMUNICATIONS CAMPAIGN

Geraldine Hough detailed her role to the Forum and spoke about the £30,000 funding from WRAP along with work that had been carried out to date.  The Forum was informed that 10,000 leaflets would be distributed before Christmas for residents whose first language was not English.  Hangers would be placed on all bins in the Borough before Christmas detailing the 2008 collection dates.

11.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Members were informed that the date of the next meeting would be Tuesday 4 December 2007 at 10.00 am. 

12.
SMOKING FREE LEGISLATION 

A Member of the Forum raised the point that since the introduction of the new Smoke Free legislation cigarette detritus had increased in the Borough and asked if this would be addressed.
13.
AGENDA ITEMS

The Forum was informed that the Chief Executive of 1st East would be attending the next meeting and asked for any items that Members wished to be included in the Agenda to be forwarded to Mark Smith.  The Forum was also informed that consideration would need to be given to nominations of the role of vice-Chairman at the next meeting. 

14.
BRITAIN IN BLOOM

Sue Hacon informed the Forum that Great Yarmouth won a Silver guilt award in the Anglia in Bloom awards and in the Britain in Bloom awards was awarded a Silver.
15.
CLOSURE OF MEETING

The meeting ended at 11.50 am. 

KE/SYB

4 October 2007
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